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The Metaphysical Club, for the study of logical, psychological, and philosophical 
natters, will continue to hold monthly meetings. 

The first volume of Logical Contributions, by members of the Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity, will be published early in the autumn. 

Contents: The logic of the Epicureans, by Allan Harquand ; On the algebra of 
logic, by Hiss Ladd ; On the algebra of logic, by 0. H. Mitchell ; On relative 
numbers, by B. I. Oilman ; On probable inference, by C. S. Peirce. 

For further information, during the summer vacation, letters should be addressed to 
the " Johns. Hopkins University," Baltimore, Md., and not to the individual professors, 
who are likely to be absent from the city. 

Bai.ihiobk, June 18, 1883. 

ADOLPH K KROEGER.— OBITUARY. 

On March 8, 1882, our esteemed contributor, Mr. Kroeger, died at his 
residence in St. Louis. From the beginning, Mr. Kroeger has constantly 
furnished translations for this journal, chiefly from Fichte and Kant, al- 
though occasionally from Leibnitz and others. A considerable portion of 
his translation of Fichte's " Facts of Consciousness " remains in our hands 
to publish in this journal. His translation of Kant's "Anthropology" is 
completed in this number through the first book. The second book, " On 
the Feeling of Pleasure and Pain," and the third book, " On the Appe- 
titive Faculties," as well as the second part on " The Anthropological Signs 
of Character," were not translated by Mr. Kroeger, so far as we know, and 
their publication, consequently, will not be continued in this journal at 
present. The part that we have published is almost exactly one half of the 
entire work. 

His chief works were the translations of Fichte's " Science of Knowl- 
edge" and Fichte's "Science of Rights," published, in 1868 and 1869, by 
Messrs. Lippincott & Co., of Philadelphia, after Mr. Kroeger had been at 
the considerable expense of stereotyping those works. The third great 
work of Fichte, " The Science of Morals,'Ywas translated by Mr. Kroeger, 
but remains still in manuscript. In 1 87 9 we purchased of Mr. Kroeger 
the plates of the above-mentioned works, and also the manuscript of the 
" Science of Morals," hoping to be able to publish the latter, and to keep 
these valuable works accessible to students of philosophy. Mr. Kroeger's 
"Minnesingers of Germany," published in 1873, by Messrs. Hurd <fe 
Houghton, is out of print, but ought to appear in a new edition, enlarged 
by numerous translations of poems from the same source, which Mr. Kroe- 
ger published in the newspapers from time to time. 

From a long and friendly article in " Der Deutscher Pionier " (October, 
1882), published in Cincinnati, on the subject of this notice, we translate 
the following interesting particulars : 
i * XVI— 28 
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" Adolpb E. Kroeger was born December 28, 1837, in the village of 
Schwabstedt, on the river Treene [a small river flowing into the Eider], 
in the province of Husum, Duchy of Scbleswig. His father, Jacob Kroe- 
ger, the Lutheran clergyman of the place, having become involved in the 
political complications of the year 1848, was prosecuted by the Danish 
government and obliged to migrate to America in that year. He removed 
at oiice to a farm in the neighborhood of Davenport, Iowa, intending to 
devote himself to agriculture. As is generally the case, a farmer's life to 
one unaccustomed to it did not at first please him, and the following year 
Jacob Kroeger removed to "Wheeling, Virginia, to occupy a vacant pulpit 
in a German-Protestant church in that city. Here he was less fortunate in 
his experience than before. American habits were not to his liking. The 
position of pastor over a German church in America was anything but 
agreeable. Every grocer or saloon-keeper had more to say in the manage- 
ment of the church than the preacher, and the relation of pastor to his 
people was in the highest degree abnormal, according to European stand- 
ards. The shepherd did not lead his flock, bat the flock compelled the 
shepherd to move with them wherever they chose to roam. Jacob Kroe- 
ger, after a bitter experience, returned sorrowfully to his farm near Daven- 
port and devoted himself to agriculture, and especially to the education of 
his son Adolpb. After his eleventh year young Kroeger received no school 
education except from his father, but soon entered upon a business life. 

" In 1852, at the age of fifteen, he obtained a position as assistant book- 
keeper in the banking-house of Cook & Sargent, in Davenport, and occu- 
pied this office for six years, until the failure of the bank in 1858. His 
father died in 1857. 

" During the time of his employment in the bank, young Kroeger used 
all his spare time in self-education, devoting himself especially to the study 
of literature and philosophy. He began at that time to write small para- 
graphs for the German and English newspapers, and acquired the style of 
journalistic writing. When his connection with the bank ceased (1858) 
he went to New York and found employment on the New York ' Times.' 
In the following year he was sent as correspondent by this paper to St. 
Louis, a post which he held until the outbreak of the civil war. Now 
began his proper literary career. In his writings on the political events of 
the day he treated his themes with so much ability as to excite much in- 
terest. ... In the summer of 1861 he received a position as adjutant, with 
the rank of lieutenant, on the staff of General Fremont. After the recall 
of Fremont he resumed his correspondence for the New York ' Times ' 
until appointed assistant treasurer, in 1863, by the newly elected treasurer 
of St. Louis, Mr. Bach. Mr. Bach died before the expiration of his term 
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of office, and Mr. Kroegcr received the nomination as his successor. He 
■was re-elected treasurer of the city in 1806, and filled the office until the 
expiration of his term in 186V. . . . His successor, Susisky, embezzled 
moneys belonging to the treasury, and, in order to shield himself, endeav- 
ored to shift the responsibility to Kroeger's shoulders." 

The author of the article states that Susisky was convicted, but that 
" Kroeger was pardoned by the Governor on account of the interposition of 
the most distinguished jurists of the country, among whom was Judge Stallo 
•(of Cincinnati). The latter gave an opinion upon the case, after reading 
a statement of the facts developed in it, that led to the action of the Gov- 
ernor. It seems that Kroeger was without blame in this transaction." ' 



1 The particulars of this tragical event in Mr. Kroeger's life have not been correctly 
told in the articles which have come under our notice. The event is tragical because 
it was the consciousness of unmerited punishment and disgrace that caused the prema- 
ture death of this gifted man. Mr. Kroeger, who transacted some business as a broker, 
in company with Mr. Susisky, the city treasurer, had been left in charge of the city 
treasury by Mr. Susisky on the occasion of his absence from the city, and, on one occa- 
sion for the convenience of a payee, in the course of business at the treasury, he, Mr. 
Kroeger, had given a check for six thousand dollars on his personal bank account in 
payment of a bill drawn on the treasury, and reimbursed himself by depositing the 
treasurer's check for the same amount to his own credit. The treasurer had left 
•checks on the treasury signed in blank, and authorized Mr. Kroeger to fill them out. 
The testimony of Mr. Susisky and of the employees of the treasury agreed at the trial 
in establishing the fact that Mr. Kroeger had not misappropriated any money, but that 
for all checks drawn there were vouchers of equal amount showing the cancelling of 
lawful claims on the city treasury. The case was decided, however, not on these facts, 
which came out incidentally, but solely on the technical ground that Mr. Kroeger com- 
mitted forgery in filling out the check signed in blank with the words " six thousand 
dollars to cash or bearer," even though done with the express authority of the treasurer, 
as appeared by his sworn testimony at the trial. An application for a new hearing of 
the case on its merits was refused, and Mr. Kroeger was sentenced. Mr. Susisky was 
subsequently tried and sentenced also. Susisky had unlawfully used the funds of the 
city to speculate with, and had lost his investments and had become a defaulter. Mr. 
Kroeger had not used any of the funds of the treasury. He was a victim sacrificed 
to public excitement and indignation, public opinion thinking the court had caught, by 
straining a technical point, a person who had done mischief but concealed it adroitly. 
It is justice to say that Mr. Susisky did not try " to shift the responsibility to Mr. 
Kroeger's shoulders," but his testimony entirely exonerated Mr. Kroeger of actual mis- 
use of funds, although it did not acquit him, because the case was not tried on its 
merits. The text of the petition on which Mr. Kroeger was pardoned is as follows : 

To his Excellent)/ B. Gratz Brovm, Governor of the State of Miesouri. 

The petition of the undersigned citizens of the State of Missouri respectfully sets 
forth— 

(1) That Adolph E. Kroeger, convicted of forgery in the third degree before the 
criminal court of the county of St. Louis, in the State of Missouri, on the 27th day of 
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Next follows a lengthy account of Mr. Kroeger's literary and philo- 
sophical labors. "He wrote a history of the times of Frederic Barbarossa 



October of 1870, and sentenced to fire years in the penitentiary, was thus convicted 
and sentenced on the technical ground that the act of depositing another's check to- 
his own account constituted forgery in the intent and meaning of the law. 

(2) That, in consequence of his confident belief that the charge made in the indict- 
ment did not constitute forgery, said Kroeger offered no defence on the merits of the 
case, but rested it solely on this technical point. 

(3) That the undersigned petitioners believe that the verdict rendered in this case, if 
technically correct, was a new and unusual application of the law on the subject of 
forgery. 

(4) That, by the principle of free government which forbids ex post fatto laws, a man 
ought not to be made to suffer for doing what, according to general usage and the pre- 
vious construction of the law, had not been considered to be a crime. 

(5) That the first one condemned under a new construction of a law has for this 
reason peculiar claims on executive clemency. 

(6) That said Kroeger had borne hitherto an unblemished reputation, and had filled 
acceptably many positions of trust and responsibility, and had so impressed his friends 
and associates with his uprightness and integrity that they believed and still believe 
him to be incapable of the act of intentional misappropriation of money. 

Wherefore, your petitioners respectfully pray that you will take into earnest considera- 
tion the circumstances of the case, and, if the grounds herein mentioned should seem 
insufficient, you will consider the two years sufferings and weigh this against the crime 
charged in the indictment, and that your Excellency will be pleased to extend to the 
said Adolpb E. Kroeger your gracious clemency, and to grant him immediate pardon. 
And for this your petitioners will ever pray. 

[Signed by the following lawyers — most of whom were or at some time had been 
judges:] Henry C. Brockmeyer ("I do not believe Mr. Kroeger guilty of any crime 
either in law or in fact, and I Have examined the case closely and thoroughly." — H. C. 
B.) ; Henry M. Bryan, Lucien Eaton, George B. Kellogg (" I fully indorse the opinion of 
the Hon. H. C. Brockmeyer as above expressed.' r - i-G. B. K.); ("I recommend the par- 
don."— H. A. Clover) ; Enos Clarke, William R. Walker (" I fully agree with Mr. Brock- 
meyer in the opinion above expressed by him." — W. R. W.) ; James J. Lindley, J. 6. 
Woerner, Horatio M. Jones, S. M. Breckenridge, and others. 

Judge Samuel Treat, of the United States District Court, wrote the following letter 
to accompany the petition : 

Hon. B. Oratz Brown, Governor of (he State of Missouri. 

Sir : From the facts and circumstances connected with the conviction and sentence 
of A. E. Kroeger, as the same have been made known to me, and I am satisfied cor- 
rectly made known, I am clearly of the opinion that a grant of pardon would subserve 
the interests of justice. When a citizen has been deprived, by technical rules, of his 
personal liberty without a full and fair trial of his case on its merits by a jury of his 
countrymen, it better accords with the principles of constitutional liberty that he 
should be pardoned than that he should continue to be incarcerated, especially when 
great doubts exist as to guilty intent. So viewing the case in question, I join in recom- 
mending his pardon. Respectfully yours, Saitoh. Tbiat. 

St. Louis, September 16, 187t. 
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and Frederick II of Hohenstauffen, which appeared in the St Louis magazine 
'The Western' (1878-1880). He published, in 1877, in pamphlet form, 
a translation of Frauenlob's (Heinrich von Meissen) ' Cantica Canticorum.' 
Specimens of Kroeger's translations from the Minnesingers are to be found 
in the last edition of Longfellow's 'jThe Poets and Poetry of Europe.' 
His history of the civil war in Missouri remains in manuscript; also a 
romance remains unpublished." 

Mr. Kroeger's contributions to the " Journal of Speculative Philoso- 
phy " have been very numerous, as will appear from the following com- 
plete list published in the index to the fifteenth volume. Although Mr. 
Kroeger was never associated in the editorship of the journal, nor pecu- 
niarily interested in its publication, he was always ready to furnish contri- 
butions for it : 

Fichte's Introduction to the Science of Knowledge (tr.), r i, 23. 

Fichte's Criticism of Philosophical Systems, i, 80, 187. 

Fichte's Sun-clear Statement, ii, 3, 65, 129. 

New Exposition of the Science of Knowledge, by Fichte (tr.), iii, 1, 97, 198, 289 

Kant's System of Transcendentalism, iii, 133, 241. 

Book of Job considered as a Work of Art (tr.), iv, 284. 

Cherubinic Wanderer (tr.), iv, 31. 

Settlement for all Philosophical Disputes, iv, 111. 

A. B. Marx on Beethoven's»F Minor Sonata (tr.), iv, 274. 

Fichte's Facts of Consciousness (tr.), v, 53, 130, 226, 338; vi, 42, 120, 332; vii, 
Jan., 86. 

Leibnitz on the Doctrine of a Universal Spirit (tr.), v, 118. 

New System of Nature, by Leibnitz (tr.), v, 209. 

Difference between the Dialectic and Synthetic Methods, vi, 184. 

Concerning a Pretended Right to Lie from Motives of Humanity (tr.), from Kant, 
vii, Apr., 14. 

Letter on the Proofs of Immortality, vii, July, 90. 

Leibnitz, Abridgment of his Theodicy (tr.), vii, Oct., 30. 

Can Matter produce Mind ? viii, 283. 

Immortality, viii, 3*74. 

Anthropology by Immanuel Kant (tr.), ix, 16, 239, 406; x, 819; xi, 310, 363 ; xiii, 
281 ; xiv, 154; xv, 62; xvi, 47, 396. 

Krause's Philosophy, ix, 103. 

Spinoza, ix, 263. 

What is Truth ? ix, 437. 

Fichte's Criticism of Schelling (tr.), xii, 160, 316 ; xiii, 226. 

Obituary of I. H. von Fichte, xiii, 403. 

Kant's Critic of Pure Reason, Criticised and Explained by Himself (tr.), xiv, 1. 

H. K. Hugo Delff on Dante's Epochs of Culture (tr.), xvi, 142. 

Besides these articles, he furnished a few book notices for the sixth, 
seventh, tenth, eleventh, and twelfth volumes, of which the following is a 
complete list: 

Notice of H. K. Hugo DelfTs Works, vi, 93. 

Notice of DelfTs Welt und Weltzeiten, vii, Jan., 88 ; and of the Die Neue Zeit, vii, 
Jan., 90. 
Notice of Castelar's Republican Movement in Europe, vii, Oct., 88. 
Notices of Von Hartmann's Writings, x, 220, 221. 
Notice of Von Hartmann's Aphorisms concerning the Drama, etc., xi, 446. 
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Book Notices, xii, 108-111. 

Critique of Adolf Lasson on Teleology, xii, 112. 

Notices of Books, xii, 217-221. 

Of Mr. Kroeger's gifts at translating it is unnecessary to speak in this 
journal. He had a rare faculty for making clear English statements out of 
long, involved German sentences. 

His contributions to periodical literature were very numerous. 

In the "National Quarterly Review," published in New York, Mr. 
Kroeger printed an article on the life and writings of Ficlite, and many 
other articles of which we have not the titles. In No. 108 of the " North 
American Review " he published a similar article on Leibnitz. In the 
" Southern Magazine," published in Baltimore, he printed other contribu- 
tions. In " The Western " articles have appeared on the German Em- 
perors. 

The following is a list of contributions to newspapers from 1864 to 
1879, so far as we can collect the titles from our scrap-books. The arti- 
cles appeared in the " St. Louis Republican " for the most part, hut many 
of the translations from the Minnesingers appeared in the " Boston Com- 
monwealth." We shall he glad to publish additions to this list as a trib- 
ute to the memory of a brave, industrious, pure-minded, unjustly treated 
man. 

1. Herbert Spencer's "First Principles." 

2. " Our Republic." (Translated from the " German Monthly.") 

3. The Music of the Future. 

4. Beethoven. 

5. The Sixteenth Canto from Tristan and Isolde. (Tr. from Gottfried von Strass- 
burg. 

6. The Right of Suffrage. 

7 to 14. A Series of Articles describing a Tour through the Eastern States. 

18. Goethe's Prose Works. 

16. Goethe's Dramas. 

17. The Prologue to Tristan and Isolde. (Tr. from Gottfried von Strassburg.) 

18. Shall we be a Nation or a Free People? 

19. The Apollo of Belvedere. (Tr. from Winckelmann.) 

20. Hymn to the Virgin Mary. (Tr. from Gottfried von Strassburg.) 

21. Tristan and Isolde: The Loves of Riwalin and Blancbefleur. (Tr. from Gott- 
fried von Strassburg.) 

22. "I would Depart." (Tr. from George Herwcgh.) 

23. Swedenborg's Ontology. 

24. Sunday Dialogue on Philosophy. 

25. Authority Worship. 

26. Education. 

27. Attacks on Christianity. 

28. The Superna'ural. 

29. Philosophy and the Empirical Sciences. 

30. The Dignity of Man. (Tr. from Fichte.) 

31. Universal Suffrage in Missouri. 

82. The Dream of Love. 

83. Beethoven's F Minor Sonata. (Tr. from A. B. Marx.) 
31. Crusade Song. (Tr. from Von Rubin.) 

85. Praise of Virtue. (Tr. from Walther von der Vogelweide.) 
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86. A Talk with Mistress Love. (Tr. from Frauenlob.) 

87. German Sermons of the Past Centuries. 

88. The Fisher and the Fishlet. (Tr. from Alexander S. Pushkin.) 

89. A Christmas Dance-Song. (Tr. from Tannhuser.) 

40. A Day Song. (Tr. from Wolfram yon Eschenbach.) 

41. Crusader's Song. (Tr. from Albrecbt von Johannsdorf.) 

42. Hope of Love. (Tr. from Walther von der Vogelweide.) 

43. Stanzas from Gottfried von Strassburg's Great Hymn. 

44. Origin of Philosophical Disputes. 

46. Praise of Night. (Tr. from the Old German of an Anonymous Minstrel.) 

46. The Parable of the Pelican. (Tr. from Meissner.) 

47. Prayer translated from an Anonymous Poet of the Thirteenth Century. 

48. "Praise of Woman." (Translated from Conrad von Wuerzburg.) 

49. A Song. (Tr. from Count Frederic von Liningen.) 

50. "To the Loved One." (Tr. from Walther von der Vogelweide.) 

81. Mine and Thine, The Glassy Fortune. (Tr. from G. von Strassburg.) 

62. Love Song. (Tr. from the German of Duehring.) 

63. Crusader's Song. (Tr. from Hartmann von der Bue.) 

64. Her Red Mouth. (Tr. from Gottfried von Nefen.) 

65. The Lady's Message to her Crusader. (Tr. from Reimar the Old.) 

66. Parting for the Crusade. (Tr. from Count von Botenlauben.) 

67. Minnesong. (Tr. from Emperor Henry VI.) 

68. Woman and Spring. (Tr. from Conrad von Wuerzburg.) 

69. The Piece of Straw. (Tr. from Walther von der Vogelweide.) 

60. The Lover's Complaint. (Tr. from Frauenlob.) 

61. The Meadow. (Tr. from Christian von Hamle.) 

62. The Two Lovers. (Tr. from Henry von Morungen.) 

63. Minnesong. (Tr. from the German of Gottfried von Strassburg.) 

64. Rhymed Sayings of the Cherubinic Wanderer. (Tr. from [Angelus Silesius] 
Johann Schemer.) [Two Articles.] 

65. Charles Baudelere. 

66. Technics and .(Esthetics in Philosophical Dress (reviewing a book by Dr. Ernst 
Kapp). 

67. A Lyric. (Tr. from Theodore Sturm.) 

68. Frederic Barbarossa and the Crusades. [Two Articles.] 

69. Epilogue to the Franco-German War. (Tr. from George Hcrwegh.) 

70. Hymn to the Virgin Mary. (Tr. from Gottfried von Strassburg.) 

71. The Rule of the Incas. 

[The Editor. 
A. VERA. 

[The following notice of Professor Vera, equally distinguished for his 
translations of numerous works of Hegel into French, and for his com- 
mentaries and original contributions to philosophy, we find in an old 
copy of the " Naples Observer." — Ed.] 

We find in the "Rivista Settimanale" of the 21st October last, which is published in 
Milan, an interesting biography of Professor Vera, and we think that we are doing a 
kindness to our readers in reproducing it in this paper ; first, because we believe that 
great thinkers do not belong to any country in particular, but to all countries ; and, 
secondly, in regard to M. Vera, it may be said that he is not less an Englishman than 
an Italian or a Frenchman, as he has spent a great part of his life in England, and in 
some respects his name and works belong to the English philosophical world and in- 
tellectual life. 

Augustus Vera. 

Here is a commentator who shows the power of an original thinker ; here is a Gentile 
who, having entered the Hegelian church, was proclaimed an apostle ; an exalted favorite 



